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The boatyard is located in a complex urban context known as the Camber, with 
proximity to the harbour, the historic heart of Portsmouth and the modern, re-
generated focus of the city - Gunwharf Quays. The task was to design a functional 
boatyard and its surroundings, taking into consideration physical, historical and 
anthropological factors. The building had to suit everyone, from the craftsman and 
engineer, to the local and even the tourist. Accompanying the boatyard, its compli-
mentary building and the only remaining original building on site, the Bridge pub, is 
a natural landscaped space. It integrates its urban surroundings with nature and 
provides lines of communication between the main nodal points but also several 
outdoor meeting and gathering spaces.
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[A Boatyard]



1. PLANT ROOM
2. BOAT RAMP
3. ACCESS
4. WORKSHOP 1
5.WORKSHOP 2
6. MAIN WORKSHOP
7.WORKSHOP 3
8. DELIVERY BAY
9. STAFF MESS
10. CHANGING +TOILETS
11. RECEPTION + ACCESS
12. OUTDOOR VIEWING GALLERY
13. OUTDOOR CAFE
14. INDOOR CAFE 
15. CHANDLERY 
16. KITCHEN 
17. TOILETS
18. ACCESS

19. MEETING ROOM
20. ACCESS + WAITING 
21. OFFICE 1
22. OFFICE 2 
23. OFFICE 3
24. STORAGE + COMMON SPACE 
25. OFFICE 4
26. OFFICE 5
27. OFFICE 6
28. LEARNING SPACE 2
29. LEARNING SPACE 2
30. WAITING
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The function of the footbridge is to reconnect the Camber and Old Portsmouth 
with Gunwharf Quays whilst not impeding boat traffic. This swing-bridge has 
hybrid construction consisting of a primary structure of a beam and a steel-
concrete composite deck. Its form is taken from a wave and it is orientated so 
that pedestrians have maximum protection from strong crosswinds. The bridge 
is situated in the North East corner of the site in a similar location to its historic 
predecessor and it was designed in parallel with the Boatyard.

[A Bridge]
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The Retreat was designed to be a space for thought, meditation and creative ex-
pression through music. Inspired by Indonesian gamelan instruments, the forms 
of the building are vaguely reminiscent of Balinese temples. It is set in a beautiful 
wooded site, on a steep slope in the Sir Harold Hillier Gardens, Romsey. The building 
blends into its surrounding environment through materiality, reaction to topography, 
terracing and framing views across the water and gardens at the bottom of the 
hill. The building is designed specifically to consider the experience of clients, to limit 
hierarchy and to promote community through gathering and activities.

[A Retreat]
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The site is located to the south of Chichester city centre in the area known as 
the ‘Southern Gateway’. The immediate surroundings are the Chichester Basin and 
Ship Canal, a nature conservation area. This is a masterplanning project requiring 
a mix of open space, commercial, community and residential uses and a concep-
tual response to ‘living with water’. The idea was to push and pull the landscape 
causing a more dynamic interaction between the water and the land and bringing 
everyone closer to nature. There are a total of 42 residential units of varying 
size, 5 commercial units, 2 cafes, a restaurant and an ‘urban room’.

[Living with 
Water]
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The site is located to the south of Chichester city centre in the area known as 
the ‘Southern Gateway’. The immediate surroundings are the Chichester Basin and 
Ship Canal, a nature conservation area. This is a masterplanning project requiring 
a mix of open space, commercial, community and residential uses and a concep-
tual response to ‘living with water’. The idea was to push and pull the landscape 
causing a more dynamic interaction between the water and the land and bringing 
everyone closer to nature. There are a total of 42 residential units of varying 
size, 5 commercial units, 2 cafes, a restaurant and an ‘urban room’.

[120 Hours - 
2015]
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RETHINK. 
REPURPOSE. 

REINVIGORATE.



Architectural preservation is key in society because of historical, cultural, educational and aesthetic value of 
certain buildings. However, it is the manner in which such landmarks are preserved that has to be questioned. 
Is it right to leave these monuments in such a harsh climate like that of Pyramiden to ossify, only serving to 
remind us of our industrial past? It seems counterintuitive to ‘preserve’ a building by letting nature take its 
course and letting it serve as an outdoor museum, especially in an area with low tourist footfall. The entire 
process of preservation has to be rethought. People and the environment have to be prioritised over the 
documentary value of the past but without disregarding it. Rethinking the function of Pyramiden holds the key 
to successful preservation. The biggest issue with the preservation of buildings is that often a use cannot be 
found for them. Therefore it is important to repurpose. We would like to give many of the existing buildings in 
Pyramiden a renewed lease of life, by either restoring, renewing and returning them to previous functions or 
renovating to suit a new use. However, there is little point in rethinking and repurposing a settlement without 
giving it a new function. We want to reinvigorate Pyramiden as an industrial town and as a tourist destination.

Svalbard provides many unique tourist opportunities which Pyramiden is placed ideally to exploit. We 
envision that Pyramiden will allow tourists to explore the rare wildlife, national parks and ice caves perhaps 
by foot, snowmobile or dog sled tours. Surrounding topography allows for skiing as an attraction in the 
future. Pyramiden also offers visitors a glimpse of its industrial aesthetic and abandoned mystery. However, 
in order to provide for tourists there has to be a sustainably developed society in place. Therefore, we 
propose the rekindling of industrial interests, predominantly through coal, gold and silver mining.



This is a small scale project that I designed and carried out. The challenges 
included designing a low maintenance front lawn that blocked direct lines of site 
into the house but was in keeping with the landscaping on the rest of the street. 
The final outcome included extending the paving from the drive to the front door, 
creating an island and a border of vegetation and most noticeably digging up the 
turf and replacing it with golden gravel, framing it with granite sets to finish it 
off. 

[A Garden]

[34]


